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(57) Abstract A rotary switch mechanism 
comprising a dial unit and position sensors 
corotating with the rotation of the dial unit 
to determine the rotation position of the dial 
unit based on an output signal from a position 
sensor, wherein an increase in rotation angle 
of the dial unit can be accommodated and 
the number of dial steps can be increased 
while a sensor reading resolution is ensured. 
The mechanism is constructed such that a 
plurality of position sensors (13c- 1, 13c-2, 
13c-3) are provided and detection switches 
(16, 17) switching an output signal according 
to the rotation position of the dial unit are also 
provided, an entire angle range through which 
the dial unit can be rotated is divided into 
a plurality of areas that are then respectively 
assigned to different position sensors, and a 
position sensor to be used is selected based on 
an output signal from the detection switches 
(16, 17). An output signal from a position 
sensor may be used in a detection switch-off 
area by assigning a detection switch-on area 
to the specified rotation position of the dial 
unit 
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